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The European Motorcycle Industry launches its Plan for Action as major Motorcycle Safety Research is published
Summary
On 24 November 2004, ACEM, the Motorcycle Industry in Europe will announce the Industry’s Plan for Action. The Plan represents the Industry’s approach to developing an integrated European policy for safer motorcycling.
In addition, ACEM will be formally publishing the MAIDS Report. This Motorcycle Accident In-Depth Study is a significant step towards a greater understanding of motorcycle casualties and represents a vital contribution to the development of properly informed and worthwhile casualty reduction measures.
Both the Plan for Action and the MAIDS Report represent significant contributions towards the European Commission’s initiative to save 25,000 lives.

Details

PTWs’ valuable contribution to individual mobility and traffic congestion in Europe does not prevent PTW riders from being one of the most vulnerable groups of road users. The lack of knowledge on the causes and the mechanisms of road accidents involving injuries to PTW users was a major concern for all parties. Recognising this, the Motorcycle Industry with the support of the European Commission and other partners conducted the MAIDS study to understand and further improve the safety conditions of this valuable mode of transport.
Among several major findings, the MAIDS research showed that:
· the cause of the very large majority of PTW accidents collected in the study were found to be human error. The most significant factor was a failure to see PTWs within the traffic environment, due to lack of driver attention, temporary view obstructions or the low conspicuity of the PTW;
· travelling and impact speeds for all PTW categories were found to be quite low, most often below 50 km/h. There were relatively few cases in which excess speed was an issue related to accident causation;
· unlicensed PTW operators who were illegally riding PTWs that required a licence, were also found to be at greater risk of being involved in an accident when compared to licensed PTW riders;

· the object most frequently struck in an accident was a passenger car. The second most frequently struck object was the roadway itself, either as the result of a single vehicle accident or of an attempt to avoid a collision with an OV;
· whilst each sampling area contained both urban and rural areas, the majority of the accidents took place in an urban environment;
· road side barriers presented an infrequent but substantial danger to PTW riders, causing serious lower extremity and spinal injuries as well as head injuries.
Jacques Compagne, ACEM Secretary General, said: “The MAIDS study reveals that there are many different aspects related to PTW safety but above all, underlines the needs for collective and integrated action. I can assure you that ACEM members are willing to commit themselves to work with the Commission and governments to create positive and worthwhile solutions to motorcycle safety concerns”.

A major conference on November 24th will draw together public and private sector organisations representing all PTW stakeholders, the European Commission and Parliament. The conference will discuss the Industry motorcycle safety initiatives to date and will then discuss the key findings from the MAIDS report, which have led to the development of the Plan for Action. Finally, it will present the Industry major commitments.

Jacques Compagne said : “The Plan for Action will present the Industry initiatives and propositions to improve PTW safety. This is a major commitment from ACEM members. We truly hope that this Plan for Action will launch an integrated European safety policy for motorcycling as PTWs offer a valuable alternative to solve Europe growing congestion problems and represent a passionate leisure and lifestyle.”
For more information: Please visit the conference web page http://www.acembike.org/safewheelsforcitystreets/press.htm or contact Aline Delhaye on +32/(0)475 789 143 (mobile), email a.delhaye@acembike.org 
Editor’s Notes
1. MAIDS – the Motorcycle Accident In-Depth Study – represents the most comprehensive in-depth study on motorcycle accident to be launched in Europe. The data was collected in five European countries by 5 prominent academic and research institutions. 921 accidents were analysed and 2000 variables logged for each one of them. More details on http://www.acembike.org/html/nwsl2/report1-MAIDS.htm
2. ACEM is the professional association of the Motorcycle Industry in Europe and represents 12 manufacturers and 12 associations at European level. ACEM was founded in 1994 as a merger of 2 previous associations, namely COLIMO and ACEM. The product range goes from 50cc town vehicles, up to motorcycles with 1000cc and more. ACEM Members are responsible for 85% of the total production and up to 90% of the total market in Europe. More information about ACEM is available on ACEM website http://www.acembike.org/
3. Please contact Aline Delhaye on 32/(0)475 789 143 for further information, details for attendance and interview opportunities
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