Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Professor Costa, dear Mr Diess,
On behalf of our new Vice-President Mr Jaques Barrot I would like to welcome you to this conference at the European Commission. Unfortunately, Mr Barrot is not able to participate at this conference due to a most recent re-scheduling of the first Commissioners’ lunch and press conference, which is taking place right now. However, he asked me to convey his greetings and best wishes for this conference to you.
I am delighted that this topic has created such a high level of interest. This is clearly reflected in the number of attendees here. Indeed, road safety is a topic that concerns all of us, every day and almost everywhere. Road accidents are the premier cause of death for people under 45 today, and an even higher number of survivors suffer their whole life from the irreversible physical and psychological consequences of a road accident. There are almost 2 million injured people on Europe’s roads every year. Statistically, this means that one out of three people will get injured during their lifetime.

We are all concerned by unsafe roads, we all have friends or relatives who have been injured or killed in a road accident. In particular the parents among us, Ladies and Gentlemen, know what I am talking about, since our children’s safety is a daily concern for us.

However, statistics give us some hope: in Europe, the number of road fatalities was at its horrific peak in the seventies and has diminished constantly, but slowly, over the years. This is largely due to the efforts of the Member States and the European Commission. In order to sustain and accelerate this process, the Commission formulated in 2001 an ambitious target: halving the number of road fatalities by 2010. In fact, the number of road fatalities is decreasing quicker since 2002/2003. If we extrapolate the present trend we will achieve the target in 2010, at least within the EU-15. Only few experts would have predicted this some years ago.

Nevertheless, there is still a lot to do. In particular, the statistics for motorcyclists are worrying. Unfortunately, the statistics of motorcycle accidents do not follow the general trend. Indeed, we can see that the reduction of the number of motorcycle fatalities is much lower than the reduction of road fatalities in general. There are Member States, where the number of motorcycle fatalities has seen any change over the last decade or at least over the last three years. If this trend continues, in 2010 we risk ending up with a paradoxical phenomenon: we might have achieved the target of halving the number of road fatalities, but one out of three road fatalities might be a motorcyclist instead of one out of six today.
The Commission is aware of the particular road safety problem of motorcyclists, and we have been working in this area. The Commission granted most recently financial support to two major studies: MAIDS and COST 327. MAIDS is an in-depth analysis of motorcycle accidents and will be presented at the conference later. COST 327 is a study on improved technical standards for helmets and is part of the research framework programme.
In 2005, we will continue on this path. There is an ongoing research project on the interaction between motorcycles and infrastructure and on passive protection systems and another study on accident analysis will soon be launched as part of the 6th Research Framework programme.

The MAIDS study will be an excellent basis for these works. With the support of the European Commission, the association of the European motorcycle manufacturers has conducted an in-depth study on motorcycle accident causes. About 1000 accidents have been analysed and evaluated according to approximately 2000 parameters per accident: The study report is available on the Internet and I would like to invite you all to have a closer look at it.

The Commission has also announced in their road safety action programme to come up with a mid-term review, in which the interim results of the action programme are analysed and evaluated. I would like to inform you that we will modify the approach of the action programme in light of this mid-term review. Until now, we have pursued an approach by area in order to cover all areas of road safety in a detailed way: user behaviour, vehicle technology and infrastructure. We have used all instruments at our disposal: legislation, research, studies, campaigns. It is intended to build on the earlier effort by tackling the priority problems of road safety, among them: road safety of the young, post-accident care, the situation in the Member States having a low road safety performance and, most notably, road safety of motorcyclists.

Therefore, I would like to take the opportunity to thank ACEM and ACEM’s President, Mr Diess, for their contribution to motorcycle safety by presenting the result of MAIDS to a larger public. I look forward to seeing the consequences of MAIDS for your future work as motorcycle manufacturers. I would like to mention in this context the commitment of ACEM and their members made to the European Road Safety Charter. The Commission launched the Charter in the beginning of 2004 to be the forum for associations, companies, public entities and other groups of civil society to commit with concrete and measurable actions to road safety. The European motorcycle manufacturers were among the first 30 signatories who signed the Charter in presence of the European ministers for transport in Dublin in April 2004. ACEM and their members intend to contribute to road safety by offering advanced braking systems for at least half of their models by 2010. I would like to mention, that one of your members will even go beyond this. Honda intends to reach this target by 2007. Advanced braking systems, for example ABS, will contribute substantially to road safety of motorcycles, since losing control of a two-wheeler is even more dangerous than of a four-wheeler. Whereas ABS is well accepted by car drivers, there is a lack of acceptance for similar systems among motorcyclists. Apparently, many motorcyclists tend to think of advanced braking systems as devices reducing the sportive character and the authenticity of driving a motorbike. I doubt that, and I wish ACEM and their member companies great success with your commitment, since this would indeed save lives on our roads.

Improving road safety to save lives on our roads is a high priority of the European Commission. The target of halving the number of road fatalities cannot be achieved on our own. As has been stated in the road safety action programme, this is a shared responsibility. I am therefore delighted to see many representatives from politics participating at the conference today. It is a particular pleasure and honour for me to welcome the President of the committee for transport and tourism of the European Parliament, Professor Paolo Costa to the conference.
Ladies and Gentlemen, I am delighted that the European Commission was given the opportunity to host this conference with ACEM presenting the results of their study here. I hope the event is able to send out a clear signal the European Commission recognised the issue of road safety of motorcyclists. The Commission will continue with its work on motorcycle safety. Road Safety of motorcycles is our priority today and I am sure that MAIDS will be used as a sound basis for further progress in the future. Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish you a successful conference.
